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MR. FEILER: Today's date is October 
16th, 2001. The time now is 9:16 hours. 
This is Monte Feiler of the Fire Department 
of the City of New York. I am conducting on 
interview of the following individual. 

Please state your name, rank and 
assigned area of command. 

CHIEF CARRASQUILLO: Pedro 
Carrasquillo, Division 4, EMS command. 

MR. FEILER: Of the New York City Fire 
Department. 

We're conducting the interview in the 
conference room of Division 4 EMS command, 
the property of Queens General Hospital. 
The interview is regarding the events of 
September 11th, 2001. 

Also present is -- 

MS. MAGGI: Diana Maggi, investigations 
and trials. 

Q. Go ahead, sir. 

A. Heading into the office that morning, 
when on the air, I heard conditions 04, 
Lieutenant Rene Davila, sounding very anxious on 


the radio stating that there was some form of 
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explosion. I didn't catch it all. I raised the 
volume and then heard him indicate that there was 
a plane that ran into the side of the World Trade 
Center. 

So right away I started continuing into 
Queens General. I called citywide. I told them 
that I would be responding. I came by Queens 
General on my way from home, picked up Sal 
Sangeniti, picked up Captain J.R. Rivera, and I 
picked up Jason Katz, who were here waiting for 
me. 

We continued in. Then we heard the 
report of a second airplane crashing into the 
other tower. Initially I thought it was just one 
of the commuter planes, or one of the 
sight-seeing planes along the water there, but 
then when I heard the second plane, then right 
away I thought it must have been terrorist 
activity, but still not knowing what type of 
aircraft went into the building. 

So we responded in. Traffic was heavy. 
We were able to get through into the express lane 
and went in through the Midtown Tunnel, taking 


the drive southbound and seeing the smoke and 
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seeing the World Trade Center. At one point, 
seeing the gaping hole on one of the towers and 
the smoke on the other going all the way up, I 
was thinking everybody from that point on up will 
probably be dead if not from the smoke, certainly 
from the fire. 

We took the tunnel underneath the tip 
of Manhattan and came up alongside, I think it's 
the New York Athletic Club. I parked a couple 
blocks before the World Trade Center just because 
I didn't want to go too much closer with my 
vehicle. 

I parked, got out. People were 
running. I got out, got my helmet, got my 
turnout coat. At that point, right there, there 
was some debris, and there were some body parts 
that were on the street. Some of the police 
officers were trying to cordon off those areas. 
So we were very careful when we were walking. 

We went over the median onto the West 
side of West Street and continued up to the 
command post, which was directly across the 
street from the World Trade Center. At that 


point, just before I got to the command post I 
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saw Jack Delaney with his medics from the New 
York Hospital, Columbia Presbyterian, and they 
had their vehicles diagonally parked on West 
Street. They were out in front of the vehicle. 

I called Jack and his men over because 
that location didn't seem to be a safe location 
because of the debris that was falling out of the 
buildings. So they came over by the command 
post. They had given them instructions, and they 
took off in the south direction to their 
assignment. 

I reported to the command post. Chief 
Gombo was there. I remember seeing Chief Browne 
and Jason Katz, who came with me, went with Chief 
Brown. They got their assignment, and they 
headed in a south direction. 

I hadn't gotten my assignment yet. We 
were talking. Then all of a sudden we heard a 
noise. People started running. People were 
saying that the building was collapsing. At that 
point I heard the noise. It was enough for me to 
react and run. 

I didn't turn around to look. I just 


heard the noise coming down, and it was like a 
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jet engine, just getting louder and louder. 

At that moment I'm thinking which way 
to run, north or south. And it seemed like the 
corners on either direction was falling and I 
wouldn't be able to outrun this thing. So we all 
retreated into a garage that had a ramp going 
down directly across the street. I think it was 
the American Express building or one of those 
buildings there. 

We went in. As we're running down, I'm 
looking at where I can hide. There were some 
little cutouts as you're going down the ramp. So 
I went to one of them. There were three other 
firefighters there. We squatted down. Just as 
we did that, everything just passed right through 
into the tunnel, into the garage ramp. 

At that moment everything was just 
total darkness. You couldn't see anything. You 
couldn't breathe. We were coughing. I got out 
my handkerchief so I could at least use that as 
some type of filter. I got a couple breaths, and 
then you're just coughing. 

Firefighters there had on their 


respirators, and then some of them had 
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flashlights. So at least we were able to head -- 
we were all starting to head in the up ramp 
direction going up, which is the way that we had 
come down. 

I'm hearing people saying that we were 
sealed in. So right away the first thing is, 
that's it, this is how we're going to die, down 
here. I remember Chief Ganci behind me, hearing 
his voice, stating that we have to move up. Up 
is out. 

So we started to go up. We're getting 
towards the top, and you couldn't see. There was 
total, total darkness. I see a flashlight 
shining from the top and somebody screaming down 
that this is outside. We started working our way 
up towards that light, and there was debris all 
over. So you really had to be careful on how you 
were stepping because you would trip and fall. 

When we got outside, there was a 
suburban right next to the entrance. I don't 
know if it was pushed up there or how it got 
there. So at that point you still couldn't see 
anything, but you could see silhouettes of trees, 


so we knew we were on the outside. 


P. CARRASQUILLO 8 


I started heading north to the corner, 
which is Vesey Street, and there we started to 
regroup some of the people. As I was walking 
West on Vesey, I ran into Captain Stone, who 
appeared to be injured. His shoulder was hurting 
him. I saw Artie Gonzalez who was a paramedic 
out of Bellevue that was there. 

Then I went into the lobby of the 
American Express building. In the lobby I ran 
into a couple of other EMTs, but at that point I 
really couldn't see much because I was covered in 
the soot. So I was able to get some water to 
clean my face, cough, spit, gargle, trying to get 
some of that soot out of me and clean my glasses. 

Then we started -- we were hearing of 
possible gas leaks and possibly the next building 
coming down. So we started to get everybody 
mobilized at the west -- West of West Street 
by -- 

Q. I have a map. 

A. -- Vesey and North Street, I believe it 
was. We started to go up Vesey Street, and we 
started heading towards North End. At North End 


on the northeast corner there's an Embassy 
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Suites. We started to make that a triage 
treatment area for all the people that we were 
bringing in. 

At that location we started to meet 
Captain Sickles, J.R. Rivera again, Sal, I saw 
them, because we lost contact once we ran down 
into the garage. Then Chief Gombo was there, 
Chief Pascale. I don't know where they were 
before. So we started making a treatment area. 

Then I went back down Vesey Street to 
make sure that everybody started to clear out 
from the American Express lobby that we were at. 

Then I decided to take a walk towards 
West Street just to see if in fact that tower, 
the whole tower, had come down, which confirmed, 
yes, that it was completely down. 

I started to walk back again, making 
sure everybody was out, and started to get all 
the vehicles, all the personnel to North End. 

As I was walking back, I heard the 
second sound, which was the second building 
coming down. I ran into the American Express or 
right in between here, looked around. I sawa 


lot of windows. Now I'm looking for a place that 
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I'm not going to get hit with flying debris. 

I had two EMTs, that I don't know who 
they were, male and female. I told them come on 
this way. There was a civilian that was going to 
walk out. I said you can't walk out there, the 
tower is collapsing. I grabbed him. Then we 
went behind this marble pillar, a huge marble 
pillar with a wall behind it, back there and 
squatted down. 

The second wave came down through Vesey 
Street, blowing out the windows along the sides 
there. Then I told the guy can we get out 
another way, and he said yes. We were able to go 
through some hallway. We came out on North 
Street. We were able to go underneath and came 
out here and then walked over to the Embassy 
Suites lobby there. 

There we tried to regroup who was going 
where. Chief Gombo, everybody was going now to I 
think it was police headquarters. They told me 
to initially go to Chelsea, but then they 
assigned somebody else to Chelsea and I stood 
there. 


Q. How did you receive those orders? 
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A. No, no, no, we were there in the lobby. 
Chief Gombo was there, Peruggia was there, Fran 
was there, Chief Pascale and myself. 

Q. That was in the lobby of American 
Express? 

A. No, this was in the lobby of the 
Embassy Suites. 

So everybody got their assignments. I 
think Chief Basile was there as well. He went to 
the ferry terminal. He was working his way out 
to the ferry terminal, I believe. Chief Villani 
was heading that direction as well. Chief 
Pascale went to the Chelsea Piers for the staging 
area out there. And I stood at Vesey. 

We were treating people, and we started 
to -- I started to let everybody -- we need to 
get these people into vehicles and out of here 
and to the hospital or to an area of Chambers 
Street, because now we're getting reports there 
was gas leaking and possibly rupturing. So we 
were not in a safe area. 

We started to do that. We got 
everybody outside. Then we drove all the 


vehicles -- some of the patients got into the 
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vehicles, and we transported them out to the area 
hospitals. The rest of the vehicles continued 
now northbound to Chambers Street. 

At Chambers Street, we regrouped there, 
and we were going to start a treatment area by 
the grass area. We went up Vesey, and we went up 
West End. We worked our way back here to 
Chambers Street, which is right near Stuyvesant 
School. 

We were going to go into this area 
that's indicated North Park to set up some sort 
of a treatment area there so that in the event 
that we needed to transport people and the area 
was blocked off and we couldn't get vehicles, 
there were some ships, boats, that were coming 
in. So we would use them to get the people out 
of there and take them either uptown, downtown or 
to Jersey, if needed. 

At that point, however someone came by 
and we had to evacuate that area because there 
were gas lines underneath there and that would 
possibly blow up. So we regrouped then and just 
went down the block on Chambers, and we went to 


Chambers and West. 
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AS we were retreating from some of 
these places -- I mean, a lot of equipment too 
was just left behind, and vehicles, until we were 
able to come back later on. At any rate, we 
regrouped to Chambers and West. Chief Peruggia 
and myself were there. Then we set tried to set 
up a plan. 

He stood in control of communications, 
and then I went as the liaison with OEM at the 
Fire Department. And we just kept on operating 
at that location with some of our units. As we 
would get patients, we would treat them and take 
them out of there or transport them or treat them 
and release. 

At that point we wound up getting a 
large contingency of people from the academy. So 
they were outside, and we told the captain from 
the academy -- I don't know his name -- to get 
all the personnel and bring them into the area of 
Stuyvesant School and leave them in there, 
because outside were all the dust -- every time 
the vehicles drove by, it just picked up all the 
dust and debris. Then as we were going to 


utilize them, then we would call them. 
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Then I just worked as the liaison 
office with OEM, and I was just coordinating 
whatever resource they needed. Then we started 
to try to get a sense of who was missing. We 
didn't know how many units were assigned and so 
on. So we just took a tally of the units nearby. 

Then we just continued to operate. I 
attended a couple of the OEM meetings, what we 
needed, where we were going to set up. We talked 
about possibly having a field hospital. We were 
going to set it up at the North Park area, 
because now it was secured so we were able to 
get -- we were going to try to get the Parks 
Department to set up some tents. 

We had a Coast Guard cutter that was 
anchored along the side, and they were able to 
provide us with generator power and supplies and 
water and so on. 

So that was a plan. We were trying to 
get a hold of the medical examiner to set up a 
morgue sector or request for a team, because we 
knew we were going to have to process a lot of 
bodies there. So we were trying not to 


anticipate a lot of things. 
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Following the meeting, OEM -- because 
OEM got established in the Stuyvesant School, we 
were there. They told us in the morning they 
were going to get a ship, a hospital ship, that 
was coming in and anchoring at the pier. Then 
the rest of the resources and some troops and 
whatever things that we needed. 

So we spoke about DMAT teams coming in 
to try to set up as treatment areas and just 
continue to operate there throughout the night. 

Q. When you were coming in, you said that 
you heard Lieutenant Davila talking. Was that on 
citywide? 

A. Citywide, yeah. 

Q. That's the frequency that you were 
listening to? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And when you called citywide, you did 
that by radio or telephone? 

A. Telephone. 

Q. Did they give you any specific area to 
respond to? 

A. No. I just told them I would be 


heading in, going to the command post. Then I 
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called RCC. I called to RCC and told them call 
all the stations throughout the city, anybody 
that's going home, they have to stay, and try to 
keep as many people as possible, in the event 
that we would need more resources down there. 
I wasn't the incident commander, but 
I'm sure that the people there had their hands 
full and I didn't know if any of them had relayed 
any information, so I just did that on my own. 
And I spoke to -- just before I left 

here, I told the crew here and the L S U crew 
here to respond not to incident but just on the 
other side, on the Queens side of the Midtown 
Tunnel area. In the event if they needed them, 
they would be right there so they can just go in. 

Q. When you arrived at the scene, you came 
out of the tunnel that connects to the FDR Drive 
and the West Side Highway? 

A. Correct. 

Q. Where did you say you parked your 
vehicle? 

A. I parked my vehicle on the east side of 
West Street or the West Side Highway right near 


the New York Athletic Club, the club down there. 
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Q. You know what, mark it if you see it on 
there. 

A. I believe it was -- 

Q. Is that where the vehicle stayed for 
the remainder of the incident? 

A. Until about 3 in the morning, when I 
looked for it. I brushed off all the debris. 

Q. When the first building collapsed and 
you retreated into the underground garage, you 
said you met up with three firefighters. Were 
you able to determine their names or where they 


were from? 


A. No. 

Q. And then you heard Chief Ganci? 

A. I heard his voice, yeah. 

Q. You never were face-to-face with him? 
A. No, you couldn't see. 

Q. Did you meet up with him any time after 


that or you lost contact? 

A. No, I went back to Vesey Street, and I 
went into the American Express building to try to 
first clean myself off and then try to establish 
some form of a treatment area. 


Q. Other than the people that you 
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mentioned, did you see any other EMS officers, 
EMTs, medics, fire officers that you know? 

A. No. Those are the people that I 
recall. There was another medic that I saw in 
the lobby, Perez, from -- I think he's -- he used 
to work for us. That's the only one I recall. 

He asked me if I was okay. Then that's when I 
just cleaned myself off, at least my face, 
anyway . 

Q. Besides the American Express and the 
Embassy Suites, did you ever enter either one of 
the trade towers? 

A No. 

Q. Building number seven? 

A No. 

Q. Initially you said there was an EMS 
command post that you met up with Chief Gombo. 
Where was that? 

A. That was there, right across the street 
from the Trade Center, just next to the garage. 

Q. The north tower or the south tower? 

A It was in between both towers. 

Q. Can you just X that, make it D. 
A 


I think it was in this area here, 
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because I remember this pedestrian bridge being 
on the outside and looking trying to see where. 
This is the area. 

Q. Is there anything else that you think 
is important that you would like to add before we 
conclude? 

A. No. 

MR. FEILER: I want to thank you for 
your time and providing this interview. 

It's 9:38 hours, and we'll conclude this 


interview. 


